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Saussure (1857 1913) who IS
often described as “father of modern
linguistics”. His lectures are
collected In the book “Course In
General Linguistics”.

2 Saussure believed that language
IS a System of Signs. This sign Is
the union of a form and an idea,
which he called the signifier and
the signified.

8 Saussure’s ideas,on the arbitrary
pature of sign, eninerelaienal

S patureroflinguisticunits, on the

distinction of Langue and Parole
and of Synchronic and Diachronic
linguistics pushed linguistics into a
brand new stage.



1) Jihe PraguerSchooel can be traced back [o'1ts T‘st meeT n"g u'naer'thE
leadership off V.Mathesius:in 1926. This school practiced a special style of
synchronic linguistics, and!its moest impertant contribution to linguistics Is that it
SEes language n terms of function.

2) Three most important ideas developed in Prague School

12.1.2 Phonoelogy & Phonological Oppositions
1) The Prague School is best known for its contribution to phonology and the

distinction of phonetics and phonology.
2) Its representative is Trubetzkoy.
3) Oppositions ( a---1)
bilateral opposition; multilateral opposition; proportional opposition; isolated
. opposition;

i

privative oppositionieradual oppositionjeduivalent opposition; neutralisable’
0 1 )05 1))

S constant opposition.

12.1.3 Functional Sentence Perspective (FSP)
1)Theme & Rheme.
2) Communicative Dynamism (CD).
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= Picture from the International Phonetic Congress, Amsterdam 1932
The person in the middle is the Dutch linguist Jac. van Ginneken; on
his left is Nikolaj Trubetzkoy
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1) languageris-a-means of doing things and of making others do things.
2) Prosodic Analysis.

12.2.3 Halliday & Systemic- Eunctional Grammar
1) Systemic Grammar

2) Functional Grammar

|) The ideational function is to convey new: infermation, to communicate a
content that is unknown to the hearer.

i) The interpersonal function embodies all uses of language to express
. secialfand persenallrelations.

- miThe textual functionyefers, to, the fact thatJanoliage has mechanisms tor
make any. StreichieirspokeERterWiiiieArdISCoUrsennio a coherent and unified
et and makea iving passage different from a random of sentences.




1) Bloomfieldian Era
2) Behaviourism
Stimulus-Response

1) Harns & Methods in Structural IEiRguistics
L 2) HockettnsrANCoursern Viederm Liguistics
8) K. Pike & Tagmemics
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1) Choemsky’s Syntactic Structure (1957) marked the beginning of the
Chomskan. Revelutien;

2) TG Grarnpriar nas seen flve siages of daveloorrient sirice 1ts oiri:

I ,—l—r‘ —

he Classical Theony; the Standare e Extenuea ey t =
Revised EXxtended Standard Theoryand the MinimalistProgram: =

language I1s innate, and children are born with a Language Acquisition Device
( LAD).

1) By a Generative Grammar, Chomsky simply means “a system of rules that
iIn some explicit and well-defined way assigns structural descriptions;to
sentences.

2)Chomsky put forward three different levels to evaluate grammar on:

Observational Adeguacy; Descriptive Adequacy and the Explanatory
L adeguacy.




evisionists

———

Case Grammar Is an approach that stresses the relationship of elements in a
sentence. It is a type of generative grammar developed by C.J. Fillmore in the
late 1960s.in this grammar, the verb Is the most important part of the sentence,
and has a number of case-making relationships with various noun phrases.

Generative Semantics, developed in the late1960s and early 1970s, Is a
reaction to Chomsky’s Syntactic- based TG Grammar.

Jiheleading figures are J.R. Ross, G. Lakoff, J.D. Cawley, and P.Postal.

——

 Generative Semantics,considers that all sentences are generated from a ==
semantic structire: =

Eenerative Semantics holds that there is no principled distinction between
syntactic processes and semantic processes.
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1 Why'is Saussure hailedias the father of modern linguistics?
2 \What are the three important points of the Prague School?
3 What Is the essence of Functional Sentence Perspective?
4 \What is special about systemic —Functional linguistics?

5 What are the special features of American structuralism?
6 How Is behaviorist Psychology related to'linguistics?

/ How many stages of development has Chomsky’s TG
L Grammar undergene?

8 Wihat IS specialfaeuisiG Grammerz
gMWiat Is Case Grammar?




